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MRSCICS Matters: 2014
Welcome to the Summer/Fall 2014 issue of MRSCICS Matters, the semiannual 
newsletter of the Midwest Regional Spinal Cord Injury Care System (MRSCICS) at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (RIC).
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r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  u p d a t e s  o n  S C I  M o d e l  
S y s t e m s  a c t i v i t i e s .   S o m e  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a  
p r o d u c t  o f  s t u d i e s  f o r  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  

v o l u n t e e r .   I n  t h i s  i n a u g u r a l  i s s u e  w e  o � e r  a  b a c k-
g r o u n d  o f  t h e  M o d e l  S y s t e m s  p r o g r a m ,  d e � n e  t h e  
r o l e  o f  t h e  M o d e l  S y s t e m s  K n o w l e d g e  T r a n s l a t i o n  
C e n t e r  ( M S K T C ) ,  i n t r o d u c e  y o u  t o  t h e  S C I  D a-
t a b a s e  t e a m ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  c o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
l i n k s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   E n j o y !

A  B r i e f  B a c k g r o u n d  o f  M R S C I C S
� e  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C h i c a g o  i s  t h e  “ h o m e ”  o f  t h e  M i d w e s t  R e g i o n a l  S p i n a l  C o r d  I n j u r y  C a r e  
S y s t e m ,  a  f e d e r a l l y - d e s i g n a t e d  M o d e l  S y s t e m  o f  c a r e .   � e  M o d e l  S y s t e m  h o s p i t a l s  a r e  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  
i n  S C I - r e l a t e d  c a r e  a n d  r e s e a r c h .   � e  M o d e l  S y s t e m  p r o g r a m  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o n  
D i s a b i l i t y  a n d  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  ( N I D R R ) .  M o d e l  S y s t e m s  h o s p i t a l s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
p r o v i d e  e x c e l l e n t  p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  c o n d u c t  h i g h - q u a l i t y  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h e l p  i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  
l i f e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  s p i n a l  c o r d  i n j u r i e s .   

� e r e  a r e  1 4  S C I  M o d e l  S y s t e m s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .   R I C  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  n a m e d  a  M o d e l  S y s t e m  i n  1 9 7 3 .   
R I C  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S C I  D a t a b a s e  a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  m u l t i p l e  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  t o  i m-
p r o v e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  S C I  c a r e ,  r e c o v e r y ,  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .   W e  w i l l  r e p o r t  � n d i n g s  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i n  f u t u r e  
i s s u e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r .

� e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  M R S C I C S  i s  t o  e n h a n c e  c o m m u n i t y  r e i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  c a r e  f o r  p e o p l e  
w i t h  S C I .   A s  s u c h ,  R I C  h a s  b e e n  i n t e g r a l  i n  a d v o c a c y  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  S C I ,  a n d  h a s  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  
w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  A c c e s s  L i v i n g  o f  M e t r o p o l i t a n  C h i c a g o .    � e  M R S C I C S  g r a n t  a l s o  h e l p s  f u n d  
R I C ’ s  L I F E  C e n t e r ’ s  P e e r  V i s i t o r  p r o g r a m .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  M R S C I C S  p l e a s e  v i s i t :  w w w . r i c . o r g / c o n d i t i o n s / s p i n a l - c o r d / w h a t - i s - a n -
s c i m s - c e n t e r /

MSKTC
The MRSCICS 
Database Team
Meet the team that???

Due for a Follow-up?
Read about how to 
contact us if you’re due 
for an interview.   

More Research 
Opportunities
Find out about other 
research opportunities 



Dr. David Chen, MD
Project Co-Director
Role at RIC: 
George M. Eisenberg Chair
Medical Director, Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation Program
Time at RIC: 20+ years
Fun Fact: Enjoys running and has run over 15 marathons including the 
         Boston Marathon

Dr. Allen Heinemann, PhD
Project Co-Director
Role at RIC: 
Director, Center for Rehabilitation Outcomes Research (CROR)
Associate Director of Research
Time at RIC: 30+ years
Fun Fact: Enjoys hiking, bird watching, and opera

Brian Weiland
Lead Recruiter
Role at RIC: 
Research Assistant, Center for Rehabilitation Outcomes Research (CROR)
Time at RIC: 1year
Fun Fact:  Started an organic vegetable farm with his wife

Debbie Pucci, PT
Recruiter
Role at RIC: 
Physical �erapist, Wheelchair & Seating Clinic
Research Project Manager, Recruiter & Data Collector
Time at RIC: ??? years
Fun Fact:

Nick Formanski
Medical Chart Abstractor & Recruiter
Role at RIC: 
Research Assistant, Center for Rehabilitation Outcomes Research (CROR)
Peer Visitor, �e LIFE Center’s Peer Visitor Program
Time at RIC: ??? 6 years
Fun Fact: Has 2 dogs, plays guitar, and enjoys bike riding

Allison Todd
Follow-up Interviewer & Database Coordinator
Role at RIC: 
Project Coordinator, Center for Rehabilitation Outcomes 
         Research (CROR)
Time at RIC: 3 years
Fun Fact: Enjoys creative writing and DIY home décor projects


